What is hiding behind bubbles of air? An unusual Streptococcus pyogenes meningitis.
Streptococcus pyogenes is a rare but aggressive cause of meningitis, which often evolves in a poor outcome with fatal consequences. Although lumbar puncture and CT scan of the brain are the gold standard of diagnosis of cerebral infections, they can have some limitations. We report and describe the clinical history and neuroimaging of a 36-year-old woman admitted to the emergency department of our hospital three days after the onset of earache and otorrhoea. When the patient developed an emergent refractory status epilepticus, the CT scan of the brain showed an unusual pneumocephalus. However, the MRI study of the brain revealed a pachymeningitis with partial thrombosis of the right transverse sinus and subdural empyema due to a S. pyogenes otitis media. Prompt diagnosis and the specific findings of the MRI allowed rapid correct treatment and thus led to a good outcome for the patient.